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ABSTRACT

This study explores the challenge of nation-building in various African nations, especially
those characterized by diverse ethnic compositions and religious differences. It high-
lights how colonial-era borders, established during the partitioning of Africa in 1884 and
1885, have hindered efforts to build unified national identities and foster socio-economic
cooperation among ethnic groups. Focusing on Nigeria and its neighboring countries, the
research assesses strategies employed to promote nation-building through trans-border
relations programs. The colonial legacy left Nigeria and other African nations grappling
with complex border issues, exacerbated by post-independence policies that strained
cross-border relations and led to diplomatic disputes. Despite these challenges, Nigeria
pursued a policy of enhancing relations with neighboring countries, recognizing the in-
terconnectedness of border communities. The establishment of joint commissions, such
as the Nigerian Boundary Commission (NBC), aimed to tackle border disputes and pro-
mote cooperation. Through trans-border cooperation workshops, the NBC convened
stakeholders from diverse backgrounds to discuss and resolve border-related challenges.
Despite obstacles such as funding constraints and delays, these workshops remain essen-
tial platforms for dialogue, crucial for resolving border issues and promoting nation-
building. The study concludes by highlighting the significance of the NBC's initiatives in
setting a precedent for other African countries seeking to improve relations with their
neighbors through informed dialogue and cooperation.

Keywords: Africa, Berlin, Border, Limitrophe; Nation-building.

INTRODUCTION

Nation-building represents a critical phase in the socio-economic and political evolution
of both emerging and established nations. It is an ongoing endeavor aimed at crafting a
cohesive national identity from diverse ethnic, religious, and political groups, often
brought together through historical circumstances such as war, colonialism, plebiscites,
or under the auspices of international entities like the United Nations (UN) (Dennis,
2018). The task of nation-building necessitates the transformation of a disparate
populace into a unified national entity (Dennis, 2022). This challenge is particularly
pronounced in Africa and, by extension, Nigeria, where the legacy of colonialism has left
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behind a patchwork of ethnic nationalities amalgamated by European powers—Britain,
France, Spain, Portugal, Germany, and Belgium—during the 1884/85 Berlin Conference
on Africa (Mkapa, 2010).

Issues related to boundaries, such as irredentism, border disputes, and conflicts
over mineral resources in border areas, have perpetuated tensions and impeded
cooperation among neighboring African countries (Mbaya, 2018). This paper delves into
the complexities of nation-building and border relations within this fraught context. It
begins with an overview of the concepts of nation-building and boundaries in Africa,
followed by an analysis of the border relations between Nigeria and its immediate
neighbors since gaining independence. The discussion culminates in an exploration of
the Nigerian government's efforts to foster nation-building across its international
boundaries.

Employing a descriptive and analytical methodology, this study scrutinizes and
interprets various data sources. It leverages a mix of primary and secondary materials,
including published books, governmental records, academic journals, and online
resources, to provide a comprehensive examination of the intricate process of nation-
building in the face of enduring border-related challenges in Africa.

AN OVERVIEW OF NATION-BUILDING AND BOUNDARIES IN AFRICA
The task of melding various ethnic groups into a cohesive nation-state within the African
continent, a challenge brought forth by colonial legacies, has persistently baffled African
leaders since the late 20th century (Connell, et al., 2020). This predicament isn't
exclusive to Africa; similar nation-building challenges are evident in the Middle East,
Eastern Europe, and Central Asia. However, for African leaders, nation-building remains
a pivotal national endeavor as outlined by Srinivasan (1980). A significant barrier to
nation-building post-independence is the modern boundaries imposed on the continent,
a remnant of colonialism birthed from the Berlin Conference of 1884/1885 (Fawole,
2018). This event cast a long-lasting shadow over Africa, igniting numerous conflicts and
crises across the continent (Kalu, 2021).

The concept of nation-building is diversely interpreted by scholars, reflecting its
complexity. Deutsch and Foltz (1963) view it as the restructuring of territories delineated
by colonial or imperial powers, ignoring ethnic, religious, or cultural demarcations
(Ajayi, 2021). Koter (2021) highlights nation-building as fostering citizens' allegiance to
their country over ethnic loyalties. Falola (2022) sees it fundamentally as a cultural
endeavor beyond mere political activity. Munanye (2011) emphasizes two main aspects:
national integration and the stimulation of rapid socio-economic progress. These
perspectives converge on the idea that nation-building is about creating a new, unified
nation from diverse ethnic, religious, and cultural backgrounds.

Except for Ethiopia, colonialism amalgamated Africa's diverse ethnic nations for
various colonial interests, often disregarding the long-term impact on post-
independence Africa. In West Africa, for instance, colonial boundaries disrupted
centuries-old ethnic communities while artificially merging others without shared
histories (Khanna, 2016). Colonial powers did little to encourage nation-building, often
employing divide-and-rule strategies to solidify their control and exacerbate divisions.
This legacy of division complicated post-colonial efforts at nation-building, with
governance often skewed by ethnic biases rather than merit, further straining the unity
and development of African states.

Despite these challenges, nation-building in Africa was inevitable and essential for
rectifying colonial-era injustices and fostering unity among diverse nationalities. This
process aimed not only at national integration but also at healing the wounds of
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colonialism's divisive tactics. However, the artificial separation and amalgamation of
ethnic groups with shared histories have significantly impeded the post-independence
efforts towards nation-building. Joseph & Herbst (1997) reaffirms the detrimental effects
of colonialism on nation-building, underlining the importance of this endeavor in the
post-colonial context:
One of the reasons for the difficulties of what many consider "failed states"
is that some peoples who had been integrated were taken apart by
European colonialism, while others who were separate peoples were
integrated together in new states not based on common identities.
Particularly in Africa and the Middle East, new political borders paid little
attention to national identities in the creation of new states. Thus the
notion of nation-state, a nation which developed the governmental
apparatus of a state, was often nonsense. While in Europe nation-building
historically preceded state-building, in post-colonial states, state-building
preceded nation-building. The aftermath of colonialism led to the need for
nation-building (p. 178).
There are multiple factors that have contributed to the African continent's delayed
progress in the process of nationbuilding. The majority of scholars attribute the
establishment of ethnicity and ethnic marginalisation, tribalism, minority fear,
underdevelopment, and nepotism to the colonial heritage (Dennis & Udo, 2021; Otto,
2023; Otto, D & Udoh, 2024). Likewise, African leaders after gaining independence have
also contributed to impeding the nation-building process by fostering ethnic competition
within their countries. Similarly, a significant number of them exhibit a lack of respect
for the rule of law, democratic procedures, and engage in corrupt activities. The political
instability observed in various African states, including Nigeria, Liberia, Rwanda, Sierra
Leone, Burundi, and the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), can be attributed to the
colonial legacy and the subsequent actions of post-colonial African leaders. These actions
have manifested in the form of coup d'états, intra-state conflicts, as well as ethnic,
religious, and communal conflicts (Marc, et al., 2015).

Similarly, the presence of political instability has impeded endeavours aimed at
achieving infrastructural and economic growth, which are crucial for the advancement of
the continent. The aforementioned problems have impeded the endeavours of leaders on
the continent to foster nation-building. The negative consequences of colonialism and
the inability of continental leaders to effectively handle the situation have persistently
impeded the process of establishing a nation within postindependence Africa.
Nigeria, akin to several African nations, has encountered a multitude of problems in the
process of nationbuilding. Multiple scholarly works authored by Nigerians and scholars
from other countries (Alemazung, 2010; Papaioannou & Dalrymple-Smith, 2015; Yusuf,
2018) have extensively examined the factors and actions undertaken by both colonial and
post-colonial Nigeria, as well as Africa as a whole. These works have not only hindered
the process of national integration but have also undermined endeavours aimed at
constructing a cohesive nation. Colonialism had a lasting impact on Nigeria after it
gained freedom.

Colonialism is responsible for a number of societal, economic, and political issues
faced by the region. The British colonial master's actions involved the erroneous
amalgamation of many ethnic ethnicities without their explicit agreement. Similarly, they
lacked a viable plan during the colonial era to bring them together due to their lack of
awareness regarding their cultural, linguistic, religious, political, and worldview
disparities. Therefore, upon achieving independence, the newly appointed leaders, who
were influenced by the colonial era, implemented measures that exacerbated the existing
divisions among the populace based on ethnic and religious affiliations. According to
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Usoro & Udoette, M. (2020); Nwiyi and Udoette (2022), it is argued that the British
colonial presence in Nigeria played a significant role in establishing the groundwork for
division and political instability. Since gaining independence, the country has faced a
multitude of ethnic-religious, communal, and political challenges, which have been
adequately addressed by the progress. The pinnacle of this event was the protracted
Nigerian Civil War (1967-1970), which nearly led to the autonomy of the eastern region
of the nation (Usoro & Udoette, 2014). The roots of ethnicity and religious sentiment
have been cultivated and continue to persist throughout the Nigerian population,
exerting a significant influence on their interpersonal dynamics (Udoette & Nwiyi, 2015).
The current generation faces a significant obstacle in their efforts to construct a Nigeria
wherein individuals are not evaluated based on their ethnic or religious heritage, but
rather on their Nigerian identity.
Throughout a similar vein, the process of nation-building throughout post-
independence Africa, including Nigeria, has encountered significant obstacles due to the
enduring limits imposed upon the continent by its colonial powers. The establishment of
colonial boundaries on the continent was first arbitrary, but it gained relevance with the
decline of colonialism. According to Okoko et al., (2023), every territorial entity assumed
a distinct role in fostering national loyalty. The establishment of these limits created
competition among the recently emancipated African nations. During the process, it
slightly hindered efforts aimed at fostering authentic collaboration and, consequently,
the development of the nation. Moreover, it fostered connections between ethnic groups
that have a common past but were separated by the colonial borders established by the
colonial powers. The partition of the African continent brought about the establishment
of the state system and resulted in significant alterations to the pre-existing boundary
arrangements across the continent (Benson, 2023). In the nineteenth century, Africa was
arbitrarily divided into several groups based on their ethnicity and language, without the
agreement of its peoples (Balandier, 2020). This division led to the establishment of
international boundaries, a concept that was unfamiliar to Africans prior to the Berlin
Conference of 1884-1885.
Numerous scholarly publications by African and Africanist historians, as well as
boundary researchers, have extensively studied the impact of the partitioning of the
African continent. Anene and Asiwaju, two prominent Nigerian historians and scholars
in the field of boundary studies, have effectively elucidated the impact of colonialism on
the partition and demarcation of African territories. Additionally, Aghemelo &
Ibhasebhor (2006) asserts that:
The contemporary African scene does not leave room for optimism and
complacency. People who had assumed that, in view of the arbitrariness of
the boundaries, the preservation of the frontiers would arouse no
patriotism have been proved wrong. Morocco and Algeria resorted to war
in order to maintain the integrity of the boundaries which national honour
appeared to demand. In many other African areas, there is an uneasy
stirring of irredentist claims kept alive by the clamour of groups whose
traditional frontiers have apparently been outraged by the international
boundaries. Somalia, for instance, makes territorial claims against Ethiopia
and Kenya. Togo, the home of the Ewe groups, insists that Ghana should
return to her the portion of Ewe country incorporated into Ghana. There
are therefore many potential sources of trouble arising from dissatisfaction
with the international boundaries (p. 180).

According to Udoh & Udo (2022), the majority of the issues faced by the continent

following its independence were closely linked to the inequitable division of the

continent. According to Asiwaju (1999):
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Africa was badly partitioned; African boundaries were arbitrarily drawn
with little or no regard for pre-existing socio-economic patterns and
networks and are, therefore, artificial; the boundaries have led to the erratic
separation of unified culture areas and a fragmentation of coherent natural
planning regions and ecosystem; ... A great deal of Africa's current
economic problems have stemmed from the division of territories into a
large number of competitive, rather than complementary, national
economies; and finally, much of the continent's current political problems
have originated from the arbitrary nature of the colonial boundaries (p. 11).
In contemporary times, the continent has witnessed the emergence of several boundary
disputes and challenges, which are predominantly attributed to the division in 1884/85.
These include instances of irredentism, genocide, and conflicts pertaining to mineral
resources. An instance of a boundary dispute in Africa is the Bakassi Peninsula dispute
between Nigeria and Cameroon (Udo & Inua 2020, Udo, 2022). The ethnic genocide that
occurred in the Great Lakes Region of Africa, among the Hutus and Tutsis in Rwanda,
Burundi, and the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), serves as an additional instance
of border-related challenges within the African continent (Aluede, 2019). Conversely,
African leaders in the post-independence era have had a role in exacerbating boundary
disputes within the continent through the promotion of irredentism. In 1964, the
Organisation of African Unity (OAU), which is now known as the African Union (AU),
reached a unanimous decision in Cairo, Egypt to maintain the colonial borders
established by the colonial powers. However, certain African leaders, including Kwame
Nkrumah (1909 — 1972) of Ghana, expressed opposition to this resolution. Morrison
(2020) posits that Nkrumah advocated for the restoration of the continent's boundaries
to their pre-1884/85 configuration. The colonial structure of African boundaries has
hindered developmental endeavours and hindered strategies for fostering border
relations among neighbouring nations.

NIGERIA'S BORDER RELATIONS WITH ITS NEAR NEIGHBOURS SINCE
GAINING INDEPENDENCE

Nigeria occupies a strategically advantageous position inside the central region of West
Africa, with its borders being encompassed by former French colonies in the surrounding
area. According to Udo (2017), Nigeria is geographically separated from the Benin
Republic to the west, Cameroon to the east, Chad to the north-east, Niger to the north,
and Equatorial Guinea to the south along the Atlantic coast. Since gaining independence,
Nigeria has seen a combination of positive and negative border ties with its neighbouring
countries (Fayomi et al, 2015), resulting in several instances where diplomatic relations
between them have been negatively affected. Similar to other regions in Africa, the
division of the African continent in 1884/85 resulted in the separation of ethnic groups
that had coexisted for generations between Nigeria and its neighbouring countries.

The division of the Yoruba and Bariba ethnic groups between Nigeria and Benin
Republic at the western and north-western borders of both countries was exemplified by
the Berlin debacle (Udo, 2018a). Likewise, certain regions of the Hausa community in
northern Nigeria were partitioned between the nations of Nigeria and southern Niger.
Similarly, the Kanuri people residing in the north-eastern region of Nigeria experienced
a division between Nigeria and Chad. Similar observations may be made with the
Mandara, Jukun, Chamba, and Efik ethnic groups residing in the region between Nigeria
and Cameroon (Udo, 2018a).

The presence of Nigeria's border with its neighbouring countries presents a
favourable circumstance for the leaders of both Nigeria and its immediate neighbours to
foster and enhance the pre-existing relationships among their respective border
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communities, which can be traced back to the pre-colonial period. Colonialism and the
establishment of boundary lines resulted in the modification of the situation, leading to
the division of the population into several territories. The border regions play a dual role
in facilitating nation-building by fostering economic collaboration and fostering cultural
connections among different populations. Furthermore, it provides the potential to
address national concerns at the grassroots level and among border communities,
notwithstanding the presence of demarcations that delineate their division.
Nevertheless, the complex dynamics between Nigeria and its neighbouring countries
have engendered scepticism and apprehension towards Nigeria due to its power,
population, and resources.

The border ties between Nigeria and its immediate neighbours have exhibited
ambivalence since the country gained independence. Nigeria and its immediate
neighbours have experienced both periods of collaboration and strife. Following the
attainment of independence, the Nigerian government promptly forged amicable
relations with its neighbouring countries (Uwak & Ebong, 2023). As an illustration, the
administration led by Sir Tafawa Balewa (1960-1966) founded the Chad Basin
Commission in 1964, in collaboration with Chad, Cameroon, and Niger, with the aim of
fostering economic connections between their respective countries. In addition to the
establishment of the joint commission, the Nigerian government has also fostered
bilateral contacts with its immediate neighbours in order to facilitate economic, cultural,
political, and security cooperation throughout the years. The establishment of the
Nigeria-Niger Joint Cooperation in 1971 aimed to address the diverse difficulties
encountered by both nations, with a particular focus on the border villages (Aluede,
2017). The border-related concerns encompass several challenges like as smuggling,
border conflicts, and irredentism, among other factors. The Nigeria-Benin Joint Border
Commission was established by the Nigerian-Benin government in 1981 with the purpose
of tackling border-related issues in their respective border regions.

Extensive documentation exists regarding the presence of animosity in the border
relations between Nigeria and its neighbouring countries. During the civilian
administration of President Shehu Shagari (1979-1983), certain Nigerian villages in the
Illo region of Sokoto State were subjected to an invasion by the Beninois military in 1981
(Adebakin, 2020). In these villages, they proudly displayed their national flag. In 1983, a
recurrence of the aforementioned incident occurred, wherein Cameroonian forces
launched an ambush and resulted in the fatalities of five Nigerian soldiers in Ikang, a
border town located adjacent to Cross River State. Similarly, in 1983, Chadian military
infiltrated Nigerian territory and assumed control over certain border towns (Aziken,
2019). This development has resulted in the emergence of tensions between Nigeria and
its neighbouring countries. Although the Shagari administration successfully addressed
the difficulties through diplomatic means rather than resorting to force, the scenario has
given rise to security worries regarding border relations between Nigeria and its
immediate neighbouring countries.

In April 1984, General Muhammadu Buhari (1983-1985) implemented the closure
of Nigeria's land border with its neighbouring countries. Subsequent to the alteration of
its currency, the dictatorship implemented a policy of restricting both human and
material traffic at Nigeria's borders with its immediate neighbouring countries
(Raji, 2015). Similarly, the decision to close the border was motivated by concerns
regarding the potential for illicit smuggling activities originating from surrounding
nations and crossing Nigeria's borders. The closure of the country's border was justified
by the imperative to safeguard Nigeria's nascent industry. The affordability of illegal
items entering Nigeria has had a significant impact on the cost of Nigerian products. The
economic well-being of Nigeria's immediate neighbouring countries was adversely
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impacted by the border closure, notably among traders engaged in cross-border
commercial activities. During the border closure, Niger Republic had a significant decline
in its customs revenue, amounting to around 25% of its customs revenue in 1984. The
closure of Nigeria's borders with its immediate neighbours by General Buhari was met
with condemnation by the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS).
ECOWAS criticised this decision as a violation of its protocol regarding open borders and
the unrestricted movement of individuals and products throughout the sub-region.
ECOWAS, founded in 1975, is the primary intergovernmental international organisation
in the West African sub-region.

The governments of Nigeria's immediate neighbouring countries made multiple
unsuccessful requests to General Buhari, urging him to reopen Nigeria's border. Efforts
were undertaken to mitigate the circumstances that prompted the Nigerian government
to implement border closures with its neighbouring countries. The Quadripartite
Agreement was signed by Nigeria, Benin Republic, Ghana, and Togo, a group of impacted
governments, with the aim of addressing and combating border-related concerns among
them (Nwachuku & Uzoigwe, 2004). Notwithstanding these endeavours, General Buhari
declined to reopen the border of Nigeria. It is noteworthy that Nigeria's borders were
promptly reopened in 1986 following the overthrow of Buhari's dictatorship by General
Ibrahim Babangida through a military coup in 1985 (Nwachuku & Uzoigwe, 2004).
Therefore, Nigeria's foreign ties with its neighbouring countries were marked by a trend
of open borders till the conclusion of his presidency.

During the military administration led by General Abacha in 1996, Nigeria
implemented a policy of border closure with the Benin Republic. President Soglo's
administration faced criticism for the assassination of the nine Ogoni activists (Nweke,
2018). However, it is worth noting that the Nigeria-Cameroon boundary dispute about
ownership of the Bakassi Peninsula reached its zenith during the Abacha dictatorship
administration. The leaders of both nations asserted their ownership over the contested
peninsula, which is abundant in crude oil reserves. The aforementioned development
resulted in the militarization of both sides of the border. In 2002, the International Court
of Justice (ICJ) rendered a judgement that ultimately resolved the boundary dispute
(Nweke, 2018). The crisis era had a significant impact on the relations between the two
countries, particularly on the border villages that had coexisted for decades.

The incidence of trans-border criminal activities along Nigeria's border with its
neighbouring countries has been steadily rising since the 1970s. The increase in illicit
criminal activities can be attributed to various variables, including poverty,
unemployment, the permeable nature of the border, the commercial viability of illicit
enterprises, and corruption (Kehinde, 2019). The illicit enterprise in the Nigeria-Benin
border has had a detrimental impact on both security and economic growth. Trans-
border crime has emerged as a source of embarrassment for the Nigerian government,
despite the implementation of several measures aimed at mitigating its occurrence.
According to a report by the Nigerian Tribune in 2003, the Nigerian government under
the civilian administration of President Olusegun Obasanjo was required to take
dramatic action in order to persuade the Beninois government to take action.

The Obasanjo administration was compelled to block the border between Nigeria
and Benin in 2003 because to the infamous actions of trans-border criminals,
particularly those operating across the Nigeria-Benin frontiers (Sklar et al., 2006). The
closure of the border between the two nations had a significant impact on commercial
transactions involving individuals from both countries, including both businessmen and
women. In order to reopen the border, the Nigerian government requested that the
Beninois government surrender Ahmed Tijani, a well-known criminal involved in
transnational criminal activities, to the Nigerian government (Sklar et al., 2006).
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ENGAGING IN TRANS-BORDER COOPERATION WORKSHOPS TO FOSTER
BORDER RELATIONS AND FACILITATE NATION-BUILDING: THE
NIGERIAN CASE STUDY

The post-independence African republics faced numerous obstacles due to the colonial
boundaries they inherited, both internally and in their relations with neighbouring
countries. African politicians have exacerbated border-related issues between countries
by their acts and policies. The proliferation and enlargement of trans-border criminal
activities within the border regions of African nations, together with their consequential
effects on the socio-economic and political progress of the continent, have emerged as
significant obstacles faced by the continent in contemporary times. The presence of these
border disputes has impeded collaboration among African nations as they attribute
blame to one another.

Since gaining independence, the Nigerian government has demonstrated a strong
dedication to fostering amicable relations with its neighbouring countries. The
commitment is reflected in Nigeria's foreign policy objectives upon gaining
independence, which include refraining from interfering in the internal affairs of its
neighbouring countries and pledging to foster a policy of amicable relations with its near
neighbours (Gambari, 2008). Similar to other nations in the continent grappling with
border and boundary disputes, the Nigerian government has endeavoured to explore
diverse approaches in order to address the numerous obstacles arising from border-
related issues with neighbouring countries. The border issues between Nigeria and its
neighbouring countries are a consequence of colonialism, which has impeded
collaboration and, consequently, the process of nation-building. In 1987, the Nigerian
government established the National Boundary Commission (NBC) as a means to tackle
boundary and border-related issues with neighbouring countries (Aluede, 2017).

The NBC prioritises the organisation of trans-border cooperation workshops as a
component of its initiatives to address border disputes between Nigeria and
neighbouring countries, hence fostering the development of the nation. It is noteworthy
to observe that the establishment of the National Border Commission (NBC) was a
consequence of boundary and border-related issues between Nigeria and its
neighbouring countries
In 1986, General Ibrahim Babangida reopened Nigeria's borders with neighboring
countries, which had been closed by his predecessor in 1984 for security among other
concerns. The Babangida-led military administration aimed to address the enduring
boundary issues with Nigeria's limitrophe neighbors, leading to the establishment of the
National Boundary Commission (NBC) to tackle challenges along Nigeria's internal and
external boundaries (Agbiboa, 2014). The NBC has pursued the resolution of boundary
and border disputes through trans-border cooperation, leveraging intellectual dialogues
via workshops, conferences, and seminars. These NBC-organized events provide a
collaborative space to explore border-related issues and foster regional integration
efforts through constructive discussions (Agbiboa, 2014).

The inception of the NBC's trans-border cooperation workshops can be attributed to
the initiative of the then Commissioner of International Boundary at NBC, now Emeritus
Professor Anthony I. Asiwaju. His vision was to cultivate a specific bilateral cooperation
policy and practice between Nigeria and its five adjacent countries (Asiwaju and Igue,
1992: xviii). From 1988 to 2005, the NBC hosted five significant workshops aimed at
enhancing trans-border cooperation between Nigeria and its immediate neighbors.
These workshops included:

1. The Nigeria-Benin Trans-border Cooperation Workshop in Badagry (1988),
2. The Nigeria-Niger Trans-border Cooperation Workshop in Kano (1989),
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3. The Trans-border Cooperation Workshop between Nigeria and Cameroon in Yola
(1992),

4. The Nigeria-Equatorial Guinea Trans-border Cooperation Workshop in Calabar
(also in 1992),

5. The second Nigeria-Niger Trans-border Cooperation Workshop in Sokoto (2002).

These forums provided opportunities to address a range of challenges that had
historically affected Nigeria and its neighbors, exploring avenues for mutual
cooperation. They were inspired by the European Union's achievement in 1992 of
creating "Europe without frontiers," highlighting the global aspiration towards seamless
border relations.

The trans-border cooperation workshops serve as vital platforms where experts from
academia, professional bodies, and traditional rulers from both sides of the international
border convene to discuss a wide range of topical issues (Okoko,2023). These
workshops delve into matters concerning culture, local administration, border economy,
delimitation, security, and legal aspects, culminating in conclusions and
recommendations (Benson, 2016; Benson, 2023b). Not only have these workshops
effectively addressed border-related concerns, but they have also played a significant
role in fostering nation-building between Nigeria and its neighbors. The Nigerian
government's sponsorship of these workshops underscores its commitment to rectifying
colonial-era boundary issues and promoting cultural and economic cooperation among
border communities, essential for nation-building (Benson, 2019). The success of
Nigeria's trans-border cooperation workshops has influenced similar initiatives in West
Africa and the African Union (AU). Inspired by Nigeria's model, the Malian government
established the National Borders Directorate in 1999, advocating the policy concept of
"Pays Frontiers" (Border Country) in 2002 (Benson, 2023a). Additionally, the Economic
Community of West African States (ECOWAS) launched the ECOWAS Cross-Border
Initiatives Programme (CIP) in 2005-2006, later evolving into the ECOWAS Cross-
Border Cooperation Programme housed within the ECOWAS Commission in Abuja
(2015). Furthermore, the AU introduced the African Union Border Programme (AUBP)
in 2007, aiming to transform colonial borders into proactive bridges between
neighboring member states (Hailemariam, 2021). These initiatives underscore the
enduring impact of Nigeria's trans-border cooperation workshops and highlight their
pivotal role in shaping cross-border cooperation across the continent.

CONCLUSION

The colonial era left African nations, including Nigeria, with complex border issues, a
legacy of arbitrary boundaries drawn by colonial powers. These problems were
exacerbated by post-independence policies that further strained cross-border relations.
Nigeria, like many African countries, faced several border disputes with its neighbors,
impacting diplomatic ties. Despite these challenges, Nigeria pursued a policy of
maintaining and enhancing relations with neighboring countries, recognizing the
intertwined lives of border communities.

To address these issues, Nigeria and its neighbors established joint commissions,
focusing on resolving border disputes and fostering cooperation. The Nigerian Boundary
Commission (NBC) played a pivotal role in seeking permanent solutions to both domestic
and international boundary challenges. Through its trans-border cooperation
workshops, the NBC has made notable strides in bringing together various stakeholders,
including policymakers, traditional leaders, scholars, and residents of border
communities, to address and find solutions to border disputes.
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Despite facing obstacles such as funding constraints, delays in organizing
workshops, and implementing agreements, the NBC's commitment to enhancing border
relations remains unwavering. These workshops have become crucial forums for
dialogue, central to resolving border issues and promoting nation-building. By
facilitating discussion on border-related challenges, the NBC's initiatives serve as a
model for other African countries aiming to improve relations with their neighbors
through informed dialogue and cooperation.
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